
IRVINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES

September 5, 2020

                                     

MEMBERS PRESENT: Matt Pleasant, Lesli Gibson, Charles Miller, Robert Uhlenhake, Chad
Cerda, Jake Walker, Kyla Thompson, Liz Lauer, Dawn Briggs, Caitlin Leubcke, Carrie Yazell,
Chris Moraldo, Sue Beecher

GUESTS PRESENT: Blake Johnson, Will Pritchard, Hannah Harper Morrison

The meeting was held via Zoom and called to order by Lesli Gibson. She opened the meeting by
welcoming our three guests who all provided updates to the Council.

Will Pritchard, IPS District 1 Candidate – Will is running to be elected as the Indianapolis
Public School (IPS) District 1 representative. If elected he would replace Michael O’Conner who
is not running for re-election. He has resided in Indianapolis for 20 years with 10 of those years
being in Woodruff Place. He has two sons who attend IPS School CFI-2 and are in fourth grade.
He is committed not only to the education of his children but all others within the IPS system. He
is himself a product of public schools and has spent many years working in the arena of city
development procuring public grants and obtaining EID status for Woodruff Place. Will believes
that a good school can anchor a neighborhood and lead to stability and enhanced quality of life.
He noted that 20% of the IPS students miss 10% of their classes. IPS deals with many social
determinant of health issues that affect a child’s ability to participate in education. Tara Elder is
his campaign manager and he is asking for our support. His website is:
wwwwillpritchardforIPS.com and his Facebook page can be found at @willforips.

Hannah Harper Morrison, Mayor’s Neighborhood Representative – Hannah reported that
rental assistance is still available through the city of Indianapolis and we should let people know
about this program. The Pennsy Trail continues to be under construction and is on schedule to be
completed. No motorized vehicles are allowed on the Trail. Hannah is aware of several
complaints and concerns regarding vehicles using the Trail and the Indy Park Police have
increased their surveillance of this route. All Indy Parks Splash Pads are open until 9/30/2020 to
make up for the limited number of city pools that were open this summer. IMPD will begin using
body cams over the next six weeks with the East District being the first to receive these. Chris
brought up the fact that Lowell Avenue is still not paved even though this has been in the works
for two years. Hannah has been monitoring this and will check with DPW and talk to Jason
Larrison, our city council representative about this project. Kyla asked Hannah to promote the
Vampire Run in all applicable city correspondence. She also asked if the Mayor could make an
appearance at the race this year. Hannah also provided an email update from Jason Larrison. The
Indianapolis budget will contain substantial funds from the CARES Act to assist those
individuals facing homelessness. Hannah and Matt responded to Council questions regarding the
installation of 5G poles involving replacement of street lights. Utility companies have the right to
do this via federal guidance without remonstrance. The exception are those street lights which
are in a historic district which then have to receive approval via the IHCP. New poles or
modifications to current poles must go through the IHCP. Irvington residents should send letters
to remonstrate if any actions are planned within our historic neighborhood. Verizon is not
allowed to place hardware on those poles owned by Indianapolis Power and Light.



Blake Johnson, State Representative for District 100 – The agenda for the upcoming 2021
legislative session is being discussed and developed. COVID-19 has led to unusual and changing
circumstances including increased unemployment which although decreasing some will no doubt
increase again over time, higher need for social services leading to dramatically increased calls
to 211, the need for PPE funds which has been nearly depleted with many businesses still
struggling to survive, etc. Crime, taxes, assistance with unemployment and marijuana
legalization may be part of the agenda. As a reminder, Blake has been appointed to the Interim
Study on Corrections Code Committee, Energy and Utility Subcommittee, and Homeland
Security Foundation. He can be reached at: new email is H100@in.gov; new business phone is
317.232.9827 and his cell phone 765.748.0513. Blake is up for re-election and you can find
information on his campaign at johnsonforthehouse.com.

OLD BUSINESS:

Previous minutes from the July 22, 2020 Council meeting were approved.

NEW BUSINESS:

HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL

Carrie Yazell, Halloween Festival Chairwoman – Nancy and Manny have provided her with a
proposal to conduct the Silent Auction virtually. This auction historically brings in $5,000 to
$8,000 each year. The Council discussed whether or not, given the pandemic and the probability
of lower profits from this year’s auction, if it should be held. The auction would be completed
virtually and would run for at least a week as opposed to a single day. The decision was made to
hold the auction virtually and offer the coordinators 10% of all profits. Robert asked that the
auction items be available for a one day viewing prior to the actual event so all who are
interested can view the art and other items. Carrie will speak with Nancy and Mannie, a written
agreement with details will be developed, and the Council will vote on the agreement prior to its
implementation.

The Vampire Run is being coordinated by Francine. We are not paying the Tuxedo Brothers to
do this for 2020. The race/run will start at the Black Acre beer garden. Black Acre will have
some food vendors present during the day and will also give a donation to the Council based
upon either a cover charge or so much per beer sold that day. Flu shots will also be offered ruing
the day. Council members are encouraged to be at the start of the race to show support for the
Halloween Festival and this event. The Costume Contest was discussed. Both people and pets
can enter by registering and submitting a photo. Spooky Stories is being done virtually. Jake is
coordinating the Window Painting Contest. Participants could be scheduled in a staggered
fashion during specific time slots to allow for social distancing. The Pumpkin Carving Contest
can proceed with entrants bringing their carved creations to a designated spot. These can then be
placed in Irving Circle Park and lit each night from the day of the contest through the Sunday
after Halloween. Jake, Caitlin and Sue will ensure the pumpkins are lit during those evenings. r
social distancing. The House Decorating Contest will proceed as it normally does. The Festival
Charity Ball will be moved to the beginning of 2021with social distancing and limited
participants.

New Council Members: Lesli stated that Francine Lee Calvert, Larry Messing and Roxie Marie
have all expressed interest in serving on the Council. All three have contributed their time and
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effort to the Halloween Festival and are committed to improving Irvington. Lesli and the other
Council members briefly discussed the process of adding new members.

Meeting with Ambrose: Lesli spoke to a recent meeting with Ambrose Properties
representatives, the entity that will be redeveloping the Harvester site. She and Clark Giles,
President of IDO, as well as other neighborhood representatives recently met to discuss the
initial plans for this redevelopment. Ambrose was unable to share many details but those will be
forthcoming.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by Sue Beecher


